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creation of Prakrit! by God is due to Maya* The demon
Maya had such miraculous power. He had been called
Anantamay! (7-10-51) and Mayinam Paramacharya (7-10-53X
the preceptor of the persons well-versed in that power oj
deception. I do not like to dilate on the point here. That shall
be done on some other occasion.

What is important for us is to note that Maya of the
Bhagavata is not absolutely false like a dream to start with.
It is real so far the world is concerned. But it is unreal when
the Supreme is reached, when the falsity of everything becomes
crystal clear to the person. It is here that the concept of Maya
of the Bhagavata becomes superior to the Shankara's con-
cept of Maya- To describe Maya as indescribable is not a
very happy description of Maya. It gives rather a confused
picture of the concept. In fact this concept has proved to be
so confusing that this confusion cannot be solved without a
very intensive study of Shankara's philosophy. On the other
hand, Maya of the Bhagavata is not confusing at all. It can be
intelligible very easily even to a lay man-
When we try to connect the concept of Llla and Maya the
picture becomes still more vivid. The term Llla implies certain
reality of the world. It gives an impression that one should
not be lost in it and one must play one's part with dignity and
decorum. Why this Lila is being laid before us is because of
Maya. If one cares to go deep into this Llla existing in the
form of the universe, one shall find that it is all ultimately
false. If one has got this capacity of fathoming deep into the
mysteries of life, one shall be happy as one shall get the Ulti-
mate Reality and if one has no interest or capacity of fathom-
ing that depth, one shall be happy with the idea that God is
playing a play in the form of the world and every one is re-
quired to play one's role efficiently and gracefully. That Will
make one really happy in the end.

Thus the Bhagavata has given us a magnificent concept of
Llla that can bring happiness even to the ignorant and un-